
To Kill A Mockingbird  Literary Analysis 
 
Using ONE of the prompts below, write a well organized five (no more than eight) paragraph 
essay. 
 

Describe the ways in which economic class affect the events in To Kill A Mockingbird . Analyze 
at least three significant plot points that deal with economics and social class. 
 

Describe how racism affects the events in To Kill A Mockingbird.   Use  at least three specific 
plot points to show how racism changes events or characters. 
 

Jem and Scout each grow and mature throughout the novel. Describe how Jem OR Scout 
change from the beginning of the novel to the end, using at least three significant plot points 
that demonstrate “growing up” moments.  Be sure to show how these moments are 
significant. 

A recurring symbol in To Kill A Mockingbird  is the statement from Atticus: “... it is a sin to kill 
a mockingbird.” Define the symbolism, and explain how the author develops this symbol 
using ONE character from the book, and at least three examples of how they met that 
definition.. 
 

Atticus tells the children several times that they need to “walk in someone else’s shoes” before 
judging another person. Describe at least three times in the novel when Atticus, Scout, or Jem 
try to put themselves in someone else’s shoes. Analyze how this changes the way they view 
other people’s situations.  

In the last few lines of To Kill A Mockingbird,  Scout says, “he was real nice...” and Atticus 
replies, “most people are, Scout, when you finally see them.” Describe at least three times in 
the novel when Jem and Scout learn that their first impressions of a person are not correct.  

The role of women in To Kill A Mockingbird  varies between characters. Using multiple 
characters and tying in quotes and examples, analyze the author’s viewpoint on the role of 
women in society, and their power within that society. 
 

Even though Boo Radley is mentioned extensively throughout To Kill A Mockingbird 
(especially in Part One), the reader only meets him briefly at the end of the novel. Explain his 
purpose in the novel, and how his character explains a specific theme. 
 

Define and analyze the development of a specific theme in To Kill A Mockingbird,  using 
characters and plot development for reasoning. 
 

 



Length: 5-8 well developed paragraphs, containing details, quotes, and analysis from TKAM 
 
Formatting: 1.5 spacing, 11 or 12 point font, Times New Roman, Arial, Geneva font, standard 
margins 
 
Introduction: 

● Hook: to get your reader interested in the topic 
● Title , author stated in some fashion 
● Brief plot summary, two-four sentences. Review major action, especially if it is relevant 

to your specific topic 
● Claim: introduce the topic/prompt 

○ Briefly outline the points you will make to back up your claim 
 
Body Paragraphs (3-5): 

● Mini-claim: specific reason this paragraph backs up your claim 
● Details from text 
● At least one citation from text (page number) 
● Analyze HOW or WHY these details or quotes are relevant to the topic 

 
Conclusion:  

● Restate claim 
● Opinion on text 
● Historical relevance of text 
● Wrap up with a closing statement of significance 

 
Style: 

● No “I”, “you”, “me”- do not refer to yourself OR the reader- this is a fact-based paper 
● Use transition words to organize 
● Use varied sentence structure 
● Consider vocabulary-choose specific, descriptive words that clearly define your reasoning 

 
Due dates: 
 

Choose topic Monday, February 6  

Prewriting evidence Wednesday, February 8  

Rough draft Friday, February 10  

Peer edit Friday, February 10  

Teacher edit pass back Monday, February 13  

Final draft Wednesday, February 15  



 


