
Group 3: Education for Blacks in the Early 20th Century 
 
W.E.B. Dubois and the NAACP: Fighting Against Scientific Racism 

● Who was W.E.B. Dubois? Give important biographical facts of his background. Why was 
he so important, and why is he a historical figure? 

● Analyze the ideas W.E.B. Dubois promoted that focused on improving life for Blacks in 
America and supporting their rights. What is “scientific racism” and what were his views 
on it? Who were his main supporters and who were his main opponents? 

● What is the NAACP (pronounced: N-double A- C-P )? What was W.E.B. Dubois’ 
connection with the NAACP? What was the purpose or mission of the NAACP with 
Dubois’ help? 

● Describe the impact Dubois had on the education and the general welfare of Blacks in 
America. Do you agree with his views? Why or why not? 

 
Booker T. Washington and the Tuskegee Institute: Up From Slavery 

● Who was Booker T. Washington? Give important biographical facts of his background. 
Why was he so important/why is he a historical figure? 

● What was the Tuskegee Institute? Who founded it and what was its purpose? What role 
did Booker T. Washington have at Tuskegee and what did he accomplish while he was 
there? 

● Analyze the ideas Booker T. Washington promoted that focused on improving life for 
Blacks in America and supporting their rights. Who were his main supporters and who 
were his main opponents?  

● Analyze the impact Washington had on things such as education and the general welfare 
of blacks in America. Do you agree with his views? Why or why not? 

 
Brown v. Board of Education: A Landmark Case and Its Impact on Education Rights 

● Summarize the case:who was involved, what the main points of the case were, when it 
occurred, what the final decision was. What problems did Linda Brown encounter in 
Topeka that eventually resulted in this case? 

● Describe “segregated schools” .Why were they created? What right does the Fourteenth 
Amendment give citizens?  

● Analyze how Brown v. Board of Education was such a significant case in terms of its 
impact on education and the rights of Blacks. What was its connection to Plessy v. 
Ferguson?  

● Describe how Brown v. Board of Education change the legal definition of “equality” and 
advance the Civil Rights Movement for Blacks. 

 
Education of Blacks in the South after the Civil War Prior to the 1950s (leading up to Brown v. 
Board): General History and Overview 

● Explain the laws/policies regarding the education of Blacks during the Civil War. What 
were they, and how were they any different after the Civil War?  



● For those blacks who were receiving an education, describe what their schools were like. 
What obstacles did they face in trying to get an education? Who and what opposed their 
opportunities to get an education? 

● Describe the effect their education or lack of an education had on their abilities to 
compete with Whites as equals in the United States. How has that had a longstanding 
impact on equality between Blacks and Whites in the U.S.? 
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